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Covid-19 – important information 

You may need to register your business 

Like other primary producers, horticultural 

operations such as hazelnut orchards count as 

essential services under the current Covid-19 

restrictions. However, you still need to follow safe 

practices and you may need to register with MPI. 

 If you have more than five people working at 

the site OR if you cannot ensure safe social 

distancing, you must register with MPI 

immediately. Registration is free. Call MPI on 

0800 00 83 33 or visit 

https://www.mpi.govt.nz/covid-19-essential-

primary-sector-service-registration 

Registration was required by 27 March 2020 – 

we strongly recommend you contact MPI as 

soon as possible. 

 If you have five or fewer people working at 

your site (total number of people including the 

owner(s) and any employees) AND you have 

measures in place to ensure safe social 

distancing at all stages of your operation 

(including travel to/from work), you can 

continue operating as usual. 

The safe social distancing requirement applies at 

all stages – not just in routine workplace 

operations, but also in break areas, bathrooms, 

store rooms and transport to/from/around the 

work site. Authorities are enforcing these 

conditions, so if you have any doubts, it would be 

best to contact MPI. 

Free email updates from Horticulture NZ 

Horticulture New Zealand has been very active in 

summarising and distributing information. You can 

sign up for their communications for free – you 

don’t need to be a HortNZ member. Visit 

https://www.hortnz.co.nz/news-events-and-

media/media-releases/covid-19-update-for-

horticulture/   

 

AGM & winter field days update 
The committee has decided to hold the 2020 AGM 

electronically and defer the 2020 winter field days. 

It’s not clear when Covid-19 restrictions on travel and 

gatherings will be lifted, and this makes it impossible 

to plan the usual June event. We need to hold the 

AGM by the end of June, so to give everyone some 

certainty we have decided to hold an online meeting. 

This requires an internet connection and we apologise 

if this causes inconvenience or difficulty, but the 

committee believe that it will be easier for everyone 

than trying to plan travel and accommodation in the 

current uncertainty. 

Date & time: Saturday 20 June 2020, 4.00 pm 

Venue: https://zoom.us/j/6433253702  

We’ll resend this link and information about the 

Zoom software and how to download it in an email 

closer to the time. Some people will be new to Zoom, 

so we’ll have a trial session a few days in advance so 

you can test your setup and see how it works. 

We originally planned to hold the 2020 Winter Field 

Days in North Canterbury (Hurunui/Amberley area) in 

June. We have postponed these visits until spring. 

We’ll resume planning as soon as we know what rules 

apply, after the current Covid-19 restrictions are 

changed or extended. 
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Committee: Jenny Horwell, Jim Jolly, Alan 
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Peter Wills, Ross Smith 

Plant protein research project 
HGANZ is supporting Plant and Food Research (PFR) in 

a proposed research project into plant protein and 

fibre. PFR have applied for MBIE funding for the 

project, which would investigate potential sensory 

and health benefits from plant proteins and fibres. If 

the bid is successful, HGANZ would provide industry 

expertise, samples and a modest financial 

contribution. 
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Summer Field Days Reports 

The 2020 summer field day visits were held in the 

Tasman district on the weekend of 15-16 February.  

Bearcroft Organic Orchard 

The first visit of the weekend was to an organic 

apple orchard, where Clive and Margaret Richards 

have been growing Fuji apples for the last 20 years. 

The orchard was already well established when 

they took it over, and Clive talked us through some 

of their management practices they use and some 

of the challenges they faced converting the 

orchard to organic. 

A key element of their management is to actively 

manage the understorey to maximise the health of 

not only the soil but also the ecosystem. An 

actively growing understorey retains moisture 

better than sprayed strips and attracts parasitic 

wasps, which help control pests such as codlin 

moth and light brown apple moth. Tap rooted 

species such as comfrey help transport nutrients 

from deep in the soil, and Clive believes the tap 

root may open a path for the roots of new trees to 

penetrate the ground.  

Clive mows 2-3 times a year to keep the growth 

under control and reduce the competition for 

moisture. The cut growth breaks down quickly, 

replenishing the soil. Clive demonstrated the Cabe 

swing-arm mower that he uses to cut beneath the 

trees. A shield over the blades allows the cutting 

assembly to deflect around mature trees, although 

in the first couple of years of growth the trunks 

don’t provide enough resistance and there can be 

casualties.  

Clive stressed that organic management is a 

philosophical choice. Although he receives a slight 

premium for his organic crop, his harvest volume is 

lower than a conventional orchard of the same 

size. In the end, the return is probably about equal 

for the same orchard area, but organic 

management requires more active management. 

It’s a choice they’re more than comfortable with.

Grace McGowan, Sandra and Terry Westbury  

Grace McGowan and her husband Shane have 

recently taken over the running of this established 

orchard from Grace’s parents. Sandra and Terry 

Westbury purchased the land in 2001 as Grace was 

completing her horticulture degree at Lincoln 

University. They originally planned to grow 

walnuts but couldn’t find suitable land, so hazels 

were selected to progressively replace the apples 

previously grown there. Beginning in 2002 with 

Whiteheart, the orchard now has 3200 trees of 11 

different varieties. For ease of management each 

row is restricted to a single variety, and they have 

reduced the polliniser ratio to 1 in 4 rows 

(originally one in 5).  

 

Grace talked us through the orchard management 

regime. They use conventional understorey 

practices reduced their chemical weed control to 

only one full spray this season. Harvest is a family 

affair, with Sandra, Terry and Grace’s sisters also 

helping out. The nus are windrowed with a blower, 

before pickup by either Bag-a-nut or a Tonutti 

vacuum harvester. They typically harvest 8-10 

tonnes, and wash the nuts immediately after 

harvest in a converted carrot washer, before 

drying and storage. Grace has recently built a new 

shed and equipped the orchard with processing 

facilities. So far they have been selling in bulk to 

processors, but Grace hopes to move to on-site 

value added processing, for small-scale sales to 

local consumers.  

 

Clive Richards’s Cabe mower – not without risk to the apple trees. 



Puhipi Hazelnuts 

Puhipi Hazelnuts in Appleby is the former DSIR 

research orchard where the Appleby cultivar 

originated. In addition, the location was a 

successful apple research orchard, but had 10 

years of fallow before Louise and her husband 

purchased the land 18 years ago, then a lengthy 

period of gorse clearing.  

The original (2007) plantings are well grown by 

now, and combine Lansing and Barcelona. 

Subsequent plantings have focussed on Barcelona, 

which is more popular in Louise’s market. She has 

found Lansing quite susceptible to kernel mould. 

They harvest by hand using rollers, and in recent 

years collected about 500 kg from 120 trees. 

Louise also pointed out their forest of 500 Holm 

oaks which are inoculated with Perigord black 

truffle. There has been no sign of truffles to date 

and recent research indicates that the truffle life 

cycle may be even more complicated than was 

previously realised… Louise is happy to consider 

the oaks an amenity feature of the property at this 

stage.  

Teena & Noël Jelsma 

Three years ago, Teena and Noël purchased an 

established 12 acre property with olives, grapes 

and hazels. The plantings had generally been 

neglected and their work to date has focussed on 

bringing the trees back to a productive and 

manageable state.  

Their efforts were interrupted by a work posting to 

Singapore after only 10 months, and since 

returning they have also taken on a business 

making and selling black garlic, but the orchard 

was looking lovely when we visited.  

They ran pigs beneath the trees to clean out old 

nuts, then levelled the orchard floor. They’ve 

pruned out all low growth, and the full canopy 

cover means they don’t need to spray for weed 

control. From only 70 trees, they harvested 375 kg 

last year. The field trip was able to help them 

identify MDB as their main polliniser, as well as the 

main crop plantings of Barcelona. 

 

 

Mature and young trees at the McGowan orchard (above) and Puhipi Hazelnuts (below) 

 

 



Stefan Hajszan 

The final visit for Saturday was to a hillside 

property still under development. Stefan Hajszan 

has made his earliest plantings of grapes as he 

develops a new small-scale vineyard, and the 

purpose of the visit was to observe the effect his 

ground preparation has had in the vineyard area, 

compared with the undeveloped surrounding land. 

The site has a very heavy clay soil and is a former 

pine plantation, which was covered in gorse when 

Stefan purchased it.  He has been progressively 

clearing, and imported a “spade machine” from 

Austria to help open the soil for the vines to grow. 

Compared with a rotary hoe or wing ripper, the 

spade machine has a much more vertical action. 

The soil is not broken to a fine tilth, but the 

bottom of the cultivation zone is broken up rather 

than scraped into a smooth, impermeable clay 

barrier that the roots would be unable to 

penetrate. After spading, Stefan reseeded with a 

mix of 20 different seeds to provide the 

biodiversity he wants for his organic operation. 

The seeds include flowering species that will 

attract beneficial insects, as well as taprooted 

plants that will help draw up nutrients. We visited 

in the height of the drought and the vineyard is 

unirrigated, but the ground was verdant green, in 

sharp contrast to the surrounding area.  

Stefan’s plan is to re-spade and re-seed the strips 

between his vines, half the strips each in 

alternating years. He prefers to do this in autumn, 

as he has found that the soil dries out too quickly 

in spring and the seed may not strike. Based on his 

previous experience, he expects the spaded areas 

to look rough for 2 years, and believes it takes 

7 years to see the full benefit of the technique. 

 

Teena & Noël Jelsma’s orchard: pigs cleared the ground of accumulated old nuts, then the ground was relevelled 

and the trees thoroughly pruned. 

 

 

Stefan’s new vineyard, and the business end of his Celli spade machine. 



River Terrace Nurseries 

The first visit for Sunday was to River Terrace 

Nurseries, established in 1984 by Darrell and Karen 

Johnston. From a bare paddock, they have 

established a thriving and trusted nursery business 

as well as a diverse productive orchard of 

subtropical species such as avocado and 

macadamia.  

Karen sells the avocadoes, citrus fruit and 

macadamia nuts in the local farmers market. Many 

of the trees have a quite sprawling growth habit 

and individual trees were in different stages of 

bearing their crops. Karen leaves the avocadoes on 

the tree as long as she needs, harvesting to satisfy 

demand only.  

The cropping tendencies of the macadamias 

fascinated many of us, with some varieties being 

“droppers” and others “stickers” – depending on 

whether they retain the nuts on the tree or let 

them fall to the ground. The nuts are borne in 

racemes, some of which were quite long.  

 

Hazelnuts growing on at River Terrace Nurseries 

Trees are self-fertile and insect pollinated, with 

flowering in November and nuts ripening from 

August. The trees are frost sensitive and require 

protection when young, to a similar extent to 

citrus trees. 

Darrell gave us a very informative tour of his 

nursery operation, where he grows not only hazels 

but also walnuts and fruit trees such as apricots 

and plums. Darrell talked us through his stool bed 

operation, then showed us the beds where he 

grows on the whips to saleable size.  

Vanessa and Chris Beard 

The last property we visited was that of Vanessa 

and Chris Beard: they bought it in 2001 and started 

with deer then moved to sheep. 

They planted their first 50 hazel trees in 2005, 

followed by another 150 in 2006. A further 200 

plants - not bare-rooted this time-went in, then 

they put in trickle irrigation and a final 80 

Whiteheart and Merveille de Bollweiller in 2009. 

To keep the pukekos and hares at bay they laid 

hemp rope soaked in creosote in zigzag lines 

through the rows. 

The sheep had only just been moved out of the 

orchard when we visited and Chris was about to 

clean-up the ground under the trees ready for 

harvest. The crop is put through a de-husker 2-3 

times to get rid of husks, stones, and twigs. Last 

year's harvest was approximately 650 kg.  

Thank you Vanessa and Chris for the morning tea, 

much appreciated.  

 

 

 

 

Chris Beard’s cleaning arrangement; nuts before and after cleaning. 


