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TOM CANNON

 Tom studied BA History and Politics and MA Modern 

British History at the University of East Anglia. 

 He comes from a farming background and set up his family 

farm online to sell directly to the consumer.  The farm was 

set up by his grandfather and is now run by his Uncle. 

 He is Treasurer of the Kentish Cobnut Association. The 

UK’s hazelnut organisation.

info@cobnutproject.co.uk

tom@roughwayfarm.co.uk



WCMT

 In 2019, Tom became a Churchill Fellow and visited hazelnut 

production, processing and organisations in Turkey, China and the 

USA. In 2020, he began the second part of the trip to Australia and 

New Zealand. Unfortunately, this was disrupted by the pandemic. 

 His project is entitled ‘From the Global Hazelnut Sector to the 

Garden of England’.

 More can be found at; www.cobnutproject.co.uk

http://www.cobnutproject.co.uk/




UK PRODUCTION 

The UK sector is very small.

While hazelnut trees are common 

throughout the UK there are only 

a few areas of organised 

production. 

The majority of production is in 

the county of Kent. 

London

Kent



‘COBNUTS’

 In the UK the term ‘hazelnuts’ are often associated with 
small imported nuts commonly found in chocolate. 

 Native production is most commonly referred to as 
‘cobnuts’.  A cobnut is a cultivated variety of hazelnut and is 
much larger than many hazelnuts. 

 Natural England Technical Note TIN013 highlights that 
Kentish Cobnuts are considered to be a ‘traditional 
orchard’ and contribute to the landscape mosaic of rural 
England and have significant cultural, wildlife and historic 
interest. 



‘COBNUTS’

 A ‘Cobnut’ is a term for a cobnut grown in Kent. But there 

is a variety know as ‘Kent Cobnut’ and this is the most 

commonly grown and popular variety. 

 Trees are quite commonly found in gardens across the UK. 

But are uncared for and are a bit wild. 

 Cobnuts in the UK are grown in ‘Plats’ short for cobnut 

plantation. 

 At Roughway Farm we have a National Collection of 

‘cobnuts’ / hazelnuts with over 50 different varieties. These 

include; Kent, Gunslebert, Ennis, Butler, Cannon Ball, Cosford, 

White Filbert, Red Filbert.  Also various French and German 

varieties. 



Gunslebert

Kent

Ennis







A HISTORIC 

INDUSTRY

 There is evidence of hazelnut 
consumption in Roman Britain. 
But we do not know if these 
were cultivated. 

 By the 16th Century there is 
evidence that cultivated hazelnut 
production had begun.  In 1526, 
a book identifies the difference 
in flavour between wild and 
cultivated varieties. 

 In 1727, one of the first 
references to ‘Cob’ to describe 
UK hazelnut was made.  Before 
this time they were often 
referred to a filberts. 



A HISTORIC 

INDUSTRY

 In 1727, one of the first references to ‘Cob’ to describe UK 

hazelnut was made.  Before this time they were often 

referred to a filberts. 

 In 1729, ‘cob-nut’ is recorded as an oblong / oval nut with a 

longer husk. 

 By the 18th Century commercial production was 

established. 

 In 1884, In Hogg’s Fruit Manual 30 different varieties were 

listed and by 1887 there were 70 recorded varieties. 

 By the 19th Century production was increasing across the 

South East of England. Predominantly in Kent. 

 By 1914, there was 7000 acres of cobnut fields. 



 Circa 1660

 Photo credit: The Ashmolean Museum of Art and Archaeology, University of Oxford



REPRESENTATION

The Kentish Cobnut Association is 

the leading organisational body for 

the UK Hazelnut Industry. 

kentishcobnutsassociation.org.uk



GROWING

 The majority of cobnuts planted in the last 50 years are 

single stem. 

 But being a historic industry, ancient nut plats contain 100-

150 year old trees. And these are multistem. 











PRODUCTION

 The majority of cobnuts 

are picked manually in 

the UK. 

 If the weather is good. 

We keep them outside 

for a few hours to dry 

them off. 

 After they are picked 

they are stored in boxes 

in cold storage to 

preserve the green / 

fresh nature. 

 There is one automated 

farm in the UK and they 

produce dried hazelnuts 

for cooking oil. 









RETAIL 

CONSUMPTION



PRODUCTS & USES

 There are a range of small boutique products available. 

Ranging from oils to jams.

 The largest produced product commercially is Cobnut oil 

for cooking and salad dressing. 

 Cobnuts are used fresh and dried in numerous recipes.

 This is an area that we are keen to grow in Kent. In 

conjunction with more fresh consumption. 



CONSERVATION & 

PESTS

In the UK hazelnuts are also an 

important part of conservation 

programmes for the native red 

squirrel. 



FROM THE GLOBAL 

HAZELNUT SECTOR TO 

THE GARDEN OF 

ENGLAND

PART I



Possibility of completion 

in 2022 or 2023

































TURKEY

Dehusking Process 





TURKEY

Drying



TURKEY

Receiving Stations 



TURKEY’S HAZELNUT 

RESEARCH INSTITUTE











TURKEY

Propagation 







































Advantage：

Cold resistance , 
anti-EFB,  and 

strong adaptablility

Defect:

Small size, thick 
shell, and low yield.

Advantage：

Big size, thin shell 

and high yield

Defect:

Weak cold resistance,

Sensitive to EFB

The objectives 
of F1：

Big size

Cold resistance

High yield

Corylus Heterophylla
Female parent

Avellana

Male parent

Hybrid hazelnut 

of Heterophylla 

× Avellana.

In chinese, we 

named Ping’ou

hybrid hazelnut.

http://www.iciba.com/advantage
http://www.iciba.com/advantage
http://www.ars-grin.gov/cgi-bin/npgs/html/taxon.pl?11643
http://www.ars-grin.gov/cgi-bin/npgs/html/taxon.pl?11643
































Circular farming 

















USA - OREGON

 The industry considers itself to be small but is growing rapidly. In 2008, 

there was 30k acres in 2019 it had increased to 80k. The industry had 

around 30 acres for 50 years prior.

 The US Industry is a export industry. The domestic market has been a 

secondary consideration until recently.  Over the last 10 years an 

average of 60% of the US Crop has gone to China.  

 US Hazelnut exports to china fell from 60% to 26% of the crop.

 The majority of Oregon Hazelnuts go to China in shell. The ongoing 

tariff war has led to a decline in exports. Large nuts command a 

premium in China. 

 US Farmers are now hoping to sell more to the US market. 

 The Willamette Valley in Oregon is a perfect area for hazelnuts. The 

industry office believes that 99.9% of the US are grown in Oregon.  The 

US has around 4% of world production. 

 Multi-generational families have grown the nuts in Oregon sind 1900s. 

The first Orchard was planted in 1903 and is still producing. 



 The US industry has shifted from oval nuts to 

spherical. Historic oval nuts are now in decline 

but marketed as a premium,

 Suprisingly most hazelnuts on the shelf in the US 

are Turkish. The US industry has big plans for its 

own market. 

 Turkish hazelnuts and products have helped to 

develop the knowledge of hazelnuts within the 

US consumer. 

 US Consumers as a general rule do not know 

what hazelnuts are. 









OREGON STATE 

UNIVERSITY 

Field Day / Crop Walk



USA 

 Most harvest in the US involves suction or 

sweeping. 

 The process is not very labour intensive 

but influenced by the weather. 

 Typically there is an intense period of 

harvest between September and October.  

With very long days.

 Farmers in the Oregon are moving from 

high labour crops to hazelnuts. 

Harvest

















USA- OREGON

Eastern Filbert Blight -EFB

 In 1951, the growers began the breeding programme. The 

growers worked on the basis of developing the industry for 

the future. 

 The US harvest has averaged 38,000 tons since 2014. 

 The sector has suffered terribly from Eastern Filbert Blight 

EFB.  It was identified in the late 1970s / early 1980s. 

 It takes about 17-20 years to produce a resistant variety. 

 Micro-propogation has been developed. 

 $11.7 Million has been spent on EFB research since its 

outbreak. 

 Most resistant varieties from the breeding programme 

began to be planted and rolled out in 2007. 







USA - OREGON

Eastern Filbert Blight (EFB)





BROWN 

MARMORATED 

STINK BUG (BMSB)

 Brown marmorated stink bug 
is a big problem in the US

 It a big problem because it 
damages the inside of the 
Kernel.  And impacts other 
crops. 

 They funded studies before it 
arrived. 

 A natural predator wasp has 
been found and fortunately 
arrived to Oregon on its own 
accord. It takes a lot to 

 Once it arrives it was widely 
distributed within Oregon 
state borders. 





FILBERT WORM



PACIFIC 

FLATHEADED 

BORER / BEATLE 

 Canopy goes yellow 

when a borer is 

attacking the tree

 The tree becomes 

hollow and then 

collapses.

 The borer cuts off the 

vascular tissue. 

Ultimately they kill the 

trees. 

 They have been causing 

real trouble in Oregon. 



APPLE MOSAIC 

VIRUS

 In hazelnuts / cobnuts 

most infected trees 

show NO symptoms.

 The danger comes from 

planting trees with the 

virus. The virus will 

reduce yield by 50%.

 Apple Mosaic is in 

Europe.

 Prof. Mehlenbacher

warned if importing 

trees to avoid Spain and 

Italy. 



RECEIVING 

STATIONS





PROCESSING

















PROPAGATION







IRRIGATION

 During the trip it has become apparent that irrigation of hazelnuts is 

become very common and is now recommended. Particularly for 

the first 5 years. But US farms now keep them in.  

 The majority of irrigation is drip systems.  Small US farms use the 

bucket method. Others have rights to pull from the Willamette. 

 There is much debate in the USA.  So called ‘Old timers’ are 

generally against it but are now using it. They would even use it on 

older tress. 

 Turkey there is little irrigation accept in Ferrero fields. 

 China there are drip systems and some debate. 

 Most advance irrigation trial have been conducted in the USA.  

 Irrigation helps increase yield, reduce blanks and critically helps the 

tree to get bigger and establish itself quicker. So you are likely to be 

cropping sooner. 

 US farmers add nitrogen and other fertilisers through the systems. 

“A big debate that is coming to an 

end!”







USA - OREGON











USA – OREGON 

 The US hazelnut bodies produce media sheets to hand out to media 
interested in hazelnuts. These sheets help to convey key messages that 
are valuable to the sector. 

 Planning for pests and diseases makes sense. But due to the cost 
perhaps assembling knowledge is most critical for the UK. 

 It is incredibly clear that the US industry has benefited from its 
proactive collaboration with universities and research bases. 

 The US industry is now trying to get to bigger scale products. But the 
model of growing the industry with craft makers, markets and high end 
restaurants is incredibly valuable. 

 In Oregon recognition is growing and the ‘brand’ value has increased.

 Hazelnut butter and value added products are growing quickly. 

Industry Structure and learning 

for Kent Cobnut Association















TOM CANNON Thank You
info@cobnutproject.co.uk

tom@roughwayfarm.co.uk


